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Palm Beach Gardens, Florida

Reservations 877.577.5537 or for golf groups over 10, email TJ.Baggett@PGAResort.com

www.PGAResort.com

*   Per person, per night, double occupancy (plus tax and resort fee) rates from: 
$339 (Jan, 1 – April 30, 2017), $279 (May 1-24, 2017), 
$165 (May 25 –Sept. 30, 2017), $279 (Oct 1 – Dec 31, 2017).
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 FIND PERFECT IN SOUTH WALTON.
Lose Yourself.

Home of Scenic Gulf Drive & 30a

Miramar Beach

Seascape

Sandestin

Dune Allen

Gulf Place

Santa Rosa Beach

Blue Mountain 

Grayton Beach

WaterColor

Seaside

Seagrove

Watersound 

Seacrest

Alys Beach

Rosemary Beach

Inlet Beach

visitsouthwalton.com
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     Find a Course
Search Florida golf courses at fl asports.com/golf



THE PLAYERS Stadium Course at 
TPC Sawgrass, Ponte Vedra Beach
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THE BEST OF

Florida 
GOLF

Manicured fairways 
meet rolling greens with a 

challenge for every skill set 
on golf courses around Florida. 

All players, from amateurs to 
PGA champions, tee up to 

test their skills on the state's 
more than 1,100 courses. 

The following pages highlight 
some of the standouts. 



TPC Sawgrass, Ponte Vedra Beach

Bay Hill Club & Lodge, Orlando
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In Northeast Florida, 
THE PLAYERS 
Stadium Course at 
TPC Sawgrass in 
Ponte Vedra Beach is 
the permanent home 
of THE PLAYERS 
Championship. It's 
recognized for its 
iconic 17th-hole 
island-style green. 
At Central Florida's 
Streamsong Resort, 
the Streamsong Red 
and Streamsong Blue 
courses were designed 
by dueling architects. 
Built on an abandoned 
phosphate mine, the 
courses’ towering 
dunes are reminiscent 
of the Scottish coast. 
In Orlando, the late 
Arnold Palmer's Bay Hill 
Club & Lodge features 
three courses lining 
the shores of the Butler 
Chain of Lakes. Palmer 
was known to frequent 
the courses. In Miami, 
The Blue Monster at 
the Trump National 
Doral Golf Club is one 
of the country's most 
challenging courses. 
Long fairways on this 
more than 7,600-yard 
course are packed with 
bunkers and hazards.

Famous 
Courses



Streamsong Resort

best of golf
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Ocean Links at OMNI Amelia  
Island Plantation, Amelia Island

The Links Golf Club at Sandestin  
Golf & Beach Resort, Miramar Beach
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Five holes of The 
Links Golf Club at 
Sandestin Golf & 
Beach Resort stretch 
along Baytowne 
Marina and the 
Choctawatchee Bay 
in Northwest Florida. 
Accuracy and club 
selection are key for 
players compensating 
for the gusty Gulf 
Coast winds. In Amelia 
Island, the Ocean Links 
at OMNI Amelia Island 
Plantation Resort 
overlooks lagoons, 
marsh wetlands and 
the ocean. Fairways 
run parallel to the 
beach and five holes 
cross a coastal 
Atlantic dune ridge. 
In Palm Coast, Jack 
Nicklaus designed 
The Ocean Course at 
Hammock Beach with 
raised tees and greens 
to enhance panoramic 
views of the Atlantic. 
Six holes border the 
ocean and the final 
four holes, known as 
“The Bear Claw,” edging 
dangerously close  
to the coastline. 

Ocean 
Views
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PGA National Resort & Spa, 
Palm Beach Gardens

Tiburón Golf Club at the 
Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples

The Ponte Vedra Inn & Club 
is a luxury waterfront resort 
featuring two award-winning 
courses, tennis courts and 
easy access to serene 
Northeast Florida beaches. 
To the south, the Ritz-Carlton 
Orlando Grande Lakes is 
home to a Greg Norman 
Signature Golf Course along 
with a 40,000-square-foot 
spa and an assortment of 
recreational activities. North 
of Clearwater, Innisbrook Golf 
Resort’s four championship 
courses are complemented by 
a spa, tennis facilities, pools, 
waterslides and 60 acres of 
lakes and wildlife for outdoor 
adventures. To the south, 
Tiburón Golf Club at the Ritz-
Carlton Golf Resort, Naples 
is moments from the beach 
and embodies country club 
sophistication with its Black 
and Gold courses. On the 
East Coast, the Four Diamond 
PGA National Resort & Spa in 
Palm Beach Gardens features 
fi ve courses, including the 
Champion Course, a luxe 
spa and a fi tness center. 
Hollywood's Diplomat Resort 
& Spa offers a shuttle to its 
championship course located 
just minutes away at the 
Diplomat Golf & Tennis Club.

Innisbrook Golf Resort, Palm Harbor

Golf 
Resorts



Greenlinks Golf Villas features fully 
furnished two and three bedroom 
villas on two championship golf 

courses in beautiful, sunny 
Naples, Florida. 

Come Stay & Play with us!

1-888-992-2099
www.GreenLinksNaples.com

36 Holes - Golf in Paradise - Spacious Villas

Naples, Florida

Perfect Your Game in a
PICTURESQUE SETTING

Situated on the beaches of Florida's 
northeast coast, Ponte Vedra Inn & 
Club features 36 holes of lush fairways 
and manicured greens. Our Ocean 
Course and our Lagoon Course 
welcome golfers of any skill level.
 
Whether it's a golf escape or a beach 
getaway with a round or two mixed in, 
guests can create the experience they 
desire. We offer Stay and Play golf 
packages throughout the year. 

Learn more online at PonteVedra.com  
or call 877-799-2208 for more information. Inn  *  Fine Dining  *  Golf   *   Spa  *  Tennis

200 PONTE VEDRA BOULEVARD
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082 | PONTEVEDRA.COM

ONLY 20 MILES SOUTH OF JACKSONVILLE     

16VFGolfGuide_04-13_BestofFLGolf.indd   11 12/13/16   4:55 PM



World Golf Hall of Fame, St. Augustine

The historic Biltmore  
Golf Course, Coral Gables

Leadbetter Golf Academy, Orlando
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At the Leadbetter Golf Academy  
in Orlando, golf icon David Leadbetter 
teaches the “A Swing.” Other golf  
schools in the area include the Arnold 
Palmer Golf Academy and the Mike 
Bender Golf Academy in Lake Mary. 
Farther south, Bradenton’s IMG 
Academy offers a highly acclaimed  
golf program. In Southeast Florida,  
the Jim McLean Golf School at the 
Miami Beach Golf Club hosts adult  
and junior programs and clinics.

Golf Schools

Golf  
Attractions

Golf Trails

At the World Golf Hall of Fame at  
World Golf Village in St. Augustine,  
a permanent exhibition highlights  
iconic men and women golfers, while  
a rolling program of temporary exhibits 
and an IMAX theater also feature the 
best of golf. For a hands-on experience, 
Topgolf, with locations in Tampa and 
Jacksonville, turns a driving range into  
a competitive game for families and  
golf lovers of all skill sets. 

Florida’s Historic Golf Trail celebrates 
the state’s oldest courses for their 
heritage and history, many of which 
are more than half-a-century old and 
designed by famous architects including 
Donald Ross, Seth Raynor and Tom 
Bendelow. For more information, visit 
floridahistoricgolftrail.com. In Central 
Florida, the Citrus Golf Trail is known for 
its nine scenic courses. Learn more at 
visithighlandscounty.com/golfpromo.
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VisitPanamaCityBeach.com

PLAY HERE.
AndHERE.

When the round is over, the                is just getting started.FUN

Martin County, Florida is home to over 35

world-class golf courses—all within 15

minutes. The Martin County Golf Course 

is a stop on the Florida Historic Golf Trail 

with two 18-hole courses, a full-length 

driving range, and premiere practice 

facilities. Named Coastal Living's 2016 pick 

for America's Happiest Seaside Town, the 

area boasts courses for every skill level and 

affordable day rates. With open courses 

and scenic vistas, the grass is certainly 

greener on this side of South Florida. 

Plan your trip at discovermartin.com 

facilities. Named Coastal Living's 2016 pick 

for America's Happiest Seaside Town, the 

area boasts courses for every skill level and 

affordable day rates. With open courses 

and scenic vistas, the grass is certainly 

greener on this side of South Florida. 

Plan your trip at discovermartin.com Plan your trip at discovermartin.com 

Swing by the sea.





WORLD GOLF VILLAGE | ST. AUGUSTINE, FL
WORLDGOLFHALLOFFAME.ORG

GAME’S BEST!
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CUSTOMIZE 
YOUR TRIP NOW

florida-golf.org or call 888-441-5138

HOME TO 
THE PLAYERS • Coastal Golf 
World Golf Hall of Fame & Museum • Golf Academies
Southern Style Cuisine

Amelia Island
Jacksonville & The Beaches
St. Augustine & Ponte Vedra Beach
Palm Coast & The Flagler Beaches 
Clay County

Discover and Play Florida’s Finest

The quality of golf courses in 
Palm Coast and the Flagler 
Beaches led to the area’s 
nickname “The Pebble Beach of 
Florida,” with featured courses 
designed by golf legends 
Arnold Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, 
Gary Player and Tom Watson.

Visit www.visitfl agler.com

THE PEBBLE BEACH OF FLORIDA  





     Find a Course
Search Florida golf courses at fl asports.com/golf

North

18   | OFFICIAL FLORIDA GOLF GUIDE



Hammock Beach 
Resort, Palm Coast

North
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North
Traveling across North 
Florida, you’ll cross diverse 
terrain–from towering dunes 
and hills to parkland-style 
courses lined with dense 
foliage to oceanfront resorts 
with manicured fairways 
and breathtaking views. The 
region’s varied topographies 
have attracted world-famous 
architects as well as golfers 
seeking a challenging game. 
The region is lauded for 
its diverse, award-winning 
courses. THE PLAYERS 
Championship is just one 
prestigious tournament that 
calls North Florida home. 



Navarre
Pensacola

Pensacola
Beach

Fort Walton
Beach

Destin

Sandestin
Panama
CityPanama City

Beach
Mexico
Beach

Port St. Joe
Apalachicola

St. George Island

Marianna
10
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Northwest

pine trees, Jones Jr. took full advantage 
of natural elements on the land. Large 
undulating greens and a wealth of shot 
options demand correct club selection. 
The Raven Golf Club served as a PGA 
Champions Tour venue in 2006 and 
2007 for the Boeing Championship. 

PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,931 

Burnt Pine Golf Club
Destin
Superbly conditioned and evoking 
an air of exclusivity, this Rees Jones 
design has twice been recognized as 
one of the top 30 courses in Florida 
by Golf Digest. The front nine takes 
golfers through pine woodlands and 
wetlands and the back nine is dominated 
by views of the Choctawhatchee Bay. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,001

Camp Creek Golf Club 
Panama City Beach
One of Florida’s most naturally 
beautiful golf courses, this Tom Fazio 
design is a spectacular landscape 
of native plantings, wetlands and 
lush turf. There are no visible houses 
on the course, which rewards golfers 
with the ambience of a private club. 
Undulating fairways resulting in few 
flat lies and speedy, tiered greens 
enhance the challenge at Camp Creek. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,159

Raven Golf Club at Sandestin 
Miramar Beach
Designer Robert Trent Jones Jr. touts 
the Raven as a “true modern traditional 
course.” Weaving through marshes and 

Drawn by engaging 
terrain encompassing 
pine forests, palm trees and palmetto, highly 
respected golf course designers like Tom Fazio, 
Rees Jones and the Dye family have fashioned an impressive 
selection of challenging and playable layouts in the Northwest region 
of the state. Better still, the green fees are affordably priced.

Northwest

Top-Ranked Courses



Burnt Pine Golf Club, Destin
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Bay Point Golf & Tennis Club, 
The Nicklaus Course
Panama City Beach
The fi rst and only Nicklaus design in 
Northwest Florida, this layout excites 
golfers with its magnifi cent views of 
St. Andrews Bay and several high-risk, 
high-reward shot opportunities. Snaking 
through marsh and wetlands alongside 
the bay, the course is dotted with scrub 
oak trees, tall pines and white-sand 
waste areas. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,152

Lost Key Golf Club
Pensacola 
If you’re looking for a challenge, this 
layout is target golf at its fi nest. With 
many holes framed by water, accuracy 
is vital for both tee and fairway shots. 
Fortunately, designers Arnold Palmer 
and Ed Seay provided fi ve tee settings 
on each hole, allowing players of all skill 
levels to enjoy a round. Lost Key was the 

fi rst golf course in Florida to be certifi ed as 
an Audubon International Silver Signature 
Sanctuary. PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,810

Emerald Bay Golf Club
Destin
Set along the shores of the 
Choctawhatchee Bay, this Bob Cupp 
design combines beauty and challenge. 
Multiple water features and breathtaking 
panoramas of the bay dominate the 
experience. Impeccably landscaped, the 
course is known for its well-conditioned 
fairways, greens and tee boxes. 
Emerald Bay received a comprehensive 
renovation and enhancement in 2014. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,050

Kelly Plantation Golf Club
Destin
Designed by PGA Tour legend Fred 
Couples and highly respected course 
architect Gene Bates, this popular, visually 



Nicklaus Course at Bay 
Point, Panama City Beach

The Links Golf Club, Miramar Beach

Raven Golf Club,  
Miramar Beach

Northwest
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impressive North Florida  
gem is a wonderland of lakes, 
winding bayous and tall trees. 
Dotted with magnolias and 
palmetto, the course has 
large, undulating greens, wide 
fairways and stunning views  
of Choctawhatchee Bay.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,099

The Club at  
Hidden Creek
Navarre
Featuring a great mix of 
challenging and fun holes,  
this well-maintained layout  
has been a mainstay in  
the region since opening in 
1988. Designed by Lakeland, 
Florida-based architect Ron 
Garl, the course is set on 
rolling terrain with water 
coming into play on several 
holes. Most of the fairways 
offer generous landing areas 
so you can tee it high and 
watch your ball soar.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,805

Links Golf Club
Miramar Beach
The original course at 
Sandestin Golf and Beach 
Resort, this bayside beauty  
has entertained golfers  
since the early 1970s. A  
Tom Jackson design, the 
course plays against the 
backdrop of the Baytowne 
Marina and Choctawhatchee 
Bay. It has five holes that  
play along the bay, and  
golfers must also adjust  
to the prevailing winds  
off the Gulf of Mexico.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,710
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Northwest

Notable 
Mentions

Golf 
Architect:

PERRY DYE
The Dye family has 
designed world-
renowned courses, 
many of which are 
in Florida. A love 
for the state's golf 
comes naturally. 
“You have golf in all 

forms, from driving ranges to par-3s to 
these world-class, famous golf courses,” 
explains Perry Dye of Dye Designs. With 
a portfolio that includes TPC Sawgrass, 
the Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass 
and the Dye Course at PGA Golf Club, 
the Dye family designs courses with 
a match-golf mentality inherited from 
father Pete Dye's experiences as an 
amateur player. The benefi ts of these 
kind of courses? "You don’t challenge 
one type of player, you challenge all 
types of players", says Dye, a member 
of both the Golf Course Builders 
Association of America (GCBA) 
and American Society 
of Golf Course 
Architects 
(ASGCA). For 
golfers teeing 
up at one of 
his courses, 
Dye says 
not to over 
challenge 
yourself 
and to enjoy 
the game: 
"Get in there 
and make 
your hole 
in one!"

Bluewater Bay Resort
Niceville
Hugging the shores of 
Choctawhatchee Bay, this 
amenity-rich resort also offers 
27 holes designed by Tom Fazio 
and Jerry Pate. The three nines 
(Bay, Lake and Marsh) are routed 
through southern woodlands and 
pristine wetland areas. Play any 
combination of the courses–the 
Bay/Lake order being the most 
scenic. PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,803

Scenic Hills Country Club
Pensacola
Aptly named, the course has 
rolling hills, dramatic elevation 
changes and gorgeous pines 
lining its fairways. Known for 
its exceptional greens, the Scenic 
Hills Country Club at the University 
of West Florida has been an 
integral part of the golf scene 
in Pensacola since its debut in 
1958, undergoing numerous 
upgrades and a renovation. 

PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,730

Origins Golf Club
Panama City Beach
Routed through pine-dotted terrain 
with carpet-like fairways, this 
innovative, family-friendly Davis 
Love III design is a walkable 6-hole 
regulation course. Utilizing 
alternate tee boxes and auxiliary 
greens, it can be played as a 
10-hole, par-3 course. It’s an ideal 
layout for families, beginners and 
casual golfers. PAR: 22, YARDS: 
1,789 (6-HOLE COURSE)
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this Gary Player designed layout 
winds through a wonderfully preserved 
upland hammock. The course is the 
centerpiece amenity in an upscale 
master-planned residential community 
a few miles west of the University of 
Florida. Maintenance standards are 
high and the staff takes great pride in 
preserving and enhancing the natural 
setting. PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,505

Mark Bostick Golf Course
Gainesville
Situated at the northwest corner of the 
University of Florida campus, the Mark 
Bostick has been an integral part of 
Gainesville life since it opened more than 
80 years ago. Designed by Scottish 
architect Donald Ross, the course has 
undergone several renovations through 
the years. In 2001, Jacksonville-based 

SouthWood Golf Club
Tallahassee
Meandering through stretches of open 
meadow, rolling hills, thickets of pine and 
oak trees and a wetland area, the course 
has a decidedly Old South feel. Designed 
by PGA Tour player Fred Couples and 
course architect Gene Bates, SouthWood 
has little water. Innovatively designed, 
the layout has cross bunkers on four 
holes, and massive oak trees are utilized 
as hazards on three others. There are 
six sets of tees on each hole, making 
the course playable for all skill levels. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,172

Haile Plantation Golf & Country Club
Gainesville
A moveable feast of majestic live 
oaks, wild plum and dogwood trees, 

A landscape of gentle 
rolling hills with large expanses 
of pine forest, magnolias and southern live oak 
trees dripping with Spanish moss provides ideal 
terrain for parkland-style golf courses. The courses at 
Florida State University in Tallahassee and the University 
of Florida in Gainesville highlight the region's offerings.

North Central

Top-Ranked Courses

10

75

Tallahassee
White 
Springs

Perry

High
Springs

Lake City

Branford
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Springs

Williston

Gainesville
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designer Bobby Weed enhanced the layout, 
which is set on 110 acres of rolling terrain 
dotted with mature trees. Not surprisingly, 
it’s the home course for the University of 
Florida men’s and women’s golf teams. 

PAR: 70, YARDS: 6,701

Ironwood Golf Course
Gainesville
Owned by the City of Gainesville and 
operated by the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Affairs, Ironwood 
is great value. Designated as an Audubon 
Cooperative Sanctuary, the course has 
the look and feel of a nature park with 
golf holes. Palms, pines and oak trees 
frame the fairways and accuracy, not 
brute strength, is a must from the tee. 
Ask about Ironwood's unique regular 
specials. PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,607

Don Veller Seminole Golf Club
Tallahassee
Located on the Florida State University 
campus, the parkland-style course is 

SouthWood Golf Club, Tallahassee

dotted with beautiful pine trees and 
touted for its excellent TifEagle greens. 
Designed by Bill Amick, the course 
debuted in 1959 and underwent a 
renovation in 2004. Home to the FSU 
men’s and women’s golf teams, the 
complex has exceptional practice 
facilities including a 10-acre practice 
area, 29 driving range slots and a 
21,000-square-foot chipping green. 
 PAR: 73, YARDS: 7,147

Quail Heights Country Club
Lake City
With an enticing mix of water hazards, 
strategically placed bunkers, mature 
trees and slight elevation changes, 
Quail Heights offers a quintessential 
North Central Florida golf experience. 
The Ponds is the most popular nine 
holes among locals with water on 
almost every hole. A fun combo is the 
Ponds/Creeks, which demands 
attentive club selection on every shot.  

PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,546
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Notable Mentions
Country Club at Lake City
Lake City
Designed by Willard Byrd, 
this venerable course has 
hosted professional tour 
events and qualifi ers. 
Beautifully landscaped with 
brightly colored flowers 
near some tee boxes, the 
course provides players 
of all skill levels a scenic 
and challenging round 
of golf. With fi ve sets of 
tees and some short 
par-4’s in the 300 to 350 
yard range from the 
men’s white tees, the 
course gives casual 
golfers the chance of a 
birdie on several holes. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,894

Golf Club at 
Summerbrooke
Tallahassee
This tree-laden gem built 
in 1993 was designed by 
Dean Refram, an architect 
who worked extensively 
with Arnold Palmer before 
embarking on his own 
career in course design. 
With ravines, mature tree 
growth and water carries, 
the course has numerous 
distinctive features that 
provide challenge and 
demand concise club 
selection. There are 
four sets of tees on each 
hole to accommodate 
different skill levels. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,599

Hilaman Golf Course
Tallahassee
An affordably priced 
course owned by the City 

of Tallahassee 
since 1981, 

Hilaman is 
popular with 
a wide variety 

of golfers. It 
has an excellent junior 

golf program and offers 
individual lessons with 
video swing analysis. 
The course itself 
challenges players with 
long fairways, tactically 
placed water hazards and 
numerous sand traps. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,333

Chiefl and Golf 
& Country Club
Chiefland
Open since 1974, this classic 
parkland-style layout a few 
miles from the small town 
of Chiefland is value-priced 
and fun to play. While the 
course is not long by today’s 
standards, golfers enjoy 
the mature tree growth, 
wide-open fairways and 
bunkers that add to the 
challenge. For players who 
prefer walking rather than 
riding, the course is open 
for walkers on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. 
Facilities include a driving 
range, pro shop, lounge 
and tennis courts. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,508
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What’s In 
YOUR 
BAG? 

WATER: Physical activity 
paired with the Florida heat 

calls for constant hydration. Be 
sure to pack an extra water bottle. 
You can also refi ll at watering 
holes along the course.

SUNSCREEN: Bring enough 
SPF to protect your skin from 

the sun’s rays.

RAIN GEAR: Florida's known 
for afternoon showers and 

thunderstorms. Pack an umbrella 
and always be prepared to seek 
shelter. Fortunately, rain showers 
are often brief.

INSECT REPELLENT: 
Avoid bugs with insect 

repellent. Keep some in your 
bag for reapplications. 

SNACKS: 
A competitive round 

of golf calls for high energy. 
Stock up on energy bars 
and light snacks.

1

2
3

4

5

Golf in the Sunshine State 
means more than challenging 

courses and manicured greens. 
Sun and heat can take their toll. 
Here are some tips for packing 

your bag for a round of 
golf in Florida. 
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Northeast

brooks and veneered fi eld stonework, 
this Tom Watson Signature design is 
visually appealing and challenging. 
Spacious, contoured greens, elevation 
changes and more than 140 coquina 
shell and white-sand bunkers encourage 
a golfer’s full focus on every shot. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,776

Amelia Island Club,
Long Point Course 
Amelia Island 
Tom Fazio’s masterful design 
incorporates marshes, thick oak 
and pine forests, and two oceanfront 
holes. Players must strategize 
their round dueling tight fairways, 
uphill landing zones, elevated 
greens and water hazards. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,662

TPC Sawgrass, 
THE PLAYERS Stadium Course 
Ponte Vedra Beach
Home to the PGA Tour’s THE PLAYERS 
Championship, this highly ranked and 
universally acclaimed Pete Dye designed 
course is the ultimate golf skills test. 
There’s trouble at every glance, from the 
narrow fairways and immense bunkers to 
the grassy mounds and pool-table-fast 
greens. Its world-famous hole is the par-3 
17th island hole, which makes golfers hit 
over a lagoon, often into a stiff Atlantic 
Ocean breeze. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,215

Hammock Beach Resort,
Conservatory Course 
Palm Coast
Brimming with high-profi le features like 
man-made lakes, waterfalls, babbling 

Home to the PGA Tour and 
World Golf Hall of Fame, Northeast Florida 
has long been a haven for golfers, tournament 
spectators and golf history enthusiasts. Golfers can play courses 
in a variety of settings ranging from island and parkland styles to 
palm-studded and oceanside backdrops. Some of Florida’s most 
celebrated courses are located in this region.

Northeast

Top-Ranked Courses
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TPC Sawgrass, Ponte Vedra Beach

Long Point Course, Amelia Island Club, Amelia Island
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World Golf Village,
King & Bear Course
St. Augustine
Two of golf’s most influential icons, 
Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer, 
teamed up to design this layout. 
Built in 2000, the course features 
two distinct nines—the front nine 
with open meadows and loblolly 
pines and the back nine with thick 
200-year-old live oaks. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,279

TPC Sawgrass, Dye's Valley
Ponte Vedra Beach
Host course for the Web.com Tour 
Championship in 2014 and 2015, 
this tournament-tested layout was 
designed by Pete Dye, Bobby Weed 
and player consultant Jerry Pate. 
Opened since 1987, the course is an 
intriguing blend of undulating fairways 
with large greens and water on every 
hole, paired with winds from the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,847

World Golf Village,
Slammer & Squire Course
St. Augustine
Named after golf legends Sam Snead and 
Gene Sarazen, who consulted with Bobby 
Weed on the course design, this lush 
layout with impressive mounding and 
phenomenal views of the World Golf Hall 
of Fame has matured nicely since its 
opening in 1998. It’s a forgiving course 
with wide landing areas and large greens. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,939

northeast



Ocean Course at Hammock 
Beach Resort, Palm Coast

Ocean Links at Amelia Island 
Plantation, Amelia Island

Ocean Course at Ponte Vedra 
Inn & Club, Ponte Vedra Beach
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Ponte Vedra Inn & Club,
Ocean Course
Ponte Vedra Beach
Designed by British golf architect 
Herbert Bertram Strong in 1928, this 
was the area’s fi rst resort course. It is 
reminiscent of a traditional Scottish 
course with Florida flair including 
mounding fairways, steep bunkers 
and elevated greens. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,811

Golf Club at South Hampton
St. Augustine
The challenge is in the numbers at this 
Mark McCumber layout complete with 
16 lakes, more than 60 bunkers and 
countless trees. Players of all skill levels 
can enjoy the course with six tee boxes 
on every hole, including a family tee 
measuring 2,846 yards for 18 holes. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,028

Hammock Beach Resort,
Ocean Course
Palm Coast
If you love playing oceanside golf with 
stunning views and soft sea breezes, 
this Jack Nicklaus design is for you. 
It offers six holes that overlook the 
Atlantic Ocean and engaging elements 
like pristine lakes, elevated mounds 
and bunkers fi lled with native coquina 
sand. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,113

Amelia Island Plantation,
Ocean Links
Amelia Island
Prevailing winds, smallish greens 
and narrow fairways make this an 
enjoyable and challenging seaside 
golf experience. Winding through 
sand dunes, seaside terrain, lagoons 
and marsh wetlands, the course has 
fi ve spectacular oceanfront holes. 
It was designed by Pete Dye and 
later enhanced by Bobby Weed. 

PAR: 70, YARDS: 6,108
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Fernandina Beach Golf Club
Fernandina Beach
An affordably priced, well-operated 
municipal golf complex, this 
27-hole facility (North, West and 
South nine-hole courses) sits amid 
lush stands of oak and pine trees. 
Played in combination, these 
courses are tournament worthy.

PAR: 73, YARDS: 6,999 (WEST-SOUTH)

St. Johns Golf & Country Club
St. Augustine
Carved out of a pine forest, this 
Clyde Johnson course built in 2001 
offers scenic views and challenging 
shots. The 10,000-square-foot putting 
green and double-sided driving range 
are perfect for practice shots.

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,236

Notable Mentions

THE PLAYERS Championship: 
KNOW BEFORE YOU GO 
THE PLAYERS Championship, the most anticipated golf 
tournament on the PGA Tour, takes place each May at THE 
PLAYERS Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass in Ponte Vedra 
Beach. Originating in 1974, THE PLAYERS Championship 
offers the highest prize fund of any tournament in golf. 
Here are tips for attending this year’s championship:

FPO

Windsor Parke Golf Club
Jacksonville
Exuding the ambience of a nature preserve, 
this Arthur Hills design has been popular 
since its opening in 1992. The cornerstones 
of the experience are undulating fairways, 
elevated tee boxes, babbling brooks and 
streams, and beautiful trees and native 
foliage. PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,765

Bent Creek Golf Course
Jacksonville
Often referred to as a hidden gem, this 
Bobby Weed and Mark McCumber design 
puts golfers in a natural setting of native 
Florida wetlands and mature pines. The 
lighted facility and FootGolf on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday evenings are 
unique and popular offerings here.

PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,420

TICKETS: To purchase 
tickets, visit pgatour.com. 
Pay with MasterCard for a  
10% discount on daily and 
weekly grounds tickets.

YOUTH POLICY: Kids 18 and 
under receive complimentary 
admission. To attend 
hospitality venues, children 
ages six and up need a ticket.

PARKING: On-site parking 
must be purchased in 
advance and must be 
present upon arrival.

FOOD & BAG POLICY: 
There are restrictions 
for bags and belongings 
on the course. Visit 
pgatour.com for details.

MOBILE 
DEVICES: 
Cell phones 
must be on silent 
at all times. Calls 
may be placed 
or received only 
in designated cell 
phone zones.
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KNOW BEFORE YOU GO 

FPOMOBILE 
DEVICES: 
Cell phones 
must be on silent 
at all times. Calls 
may be placed 
or received only 
in designated cell 
phone zones.
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Grand Cypress 
Resort, Orlando
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Central
Central Florida holds its 
own in the golf world. On 
the Gulf Coast, resort-style 
courses, many with ocean 
views, populate Tampa Bay 
and the surrounding areas. 
Moving toward the center 
of the state, you’ll fi nd high-
caliber courses with lush 
fairways abundant with live 
oaks and lakes–an oasis of 
calm amid Florida's famous 
theme parks. The PGA and 
LPGA lay claim to the Central 
East Coast with the LPGA 
International in Daytona 
Beach and the PGA Village–
a sporting attraction in its 
own right–in Port St. Lucie.
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TPC Tampa Bay
Lutz
For years this cypress-lined beauty was 
a regular stop for big-name seniors on 
the PGA TOUR. Bobby Weed and Player 
Consultant Chi Chi Rodriguez designed 
this course with tournament golf in 
mind; it requires a golfer’s best. Water 
hazards lurk for those wild off the tee, 
and mounds and bunkers present 
themselves regularly on approaches. 
Then short game becomes key as tiers, 
slopes and ridges complicate many a 
roll to the hole. The round closes with 
drama on No. 18, with water hugging the 
right side while bunkers and rough on 
the left also pose a threat. The wetlands 
are a big part of the beauty of this 
course, along with abundant wildlife. 

PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,898 

Black Diamond, Quarry Course
Lecanto
A former limestone quarry is now a 
legendary golf course. Visually stunning 
and a strategic star, the Quarry earns all 
the praise sent its way. Designer Tom 
Fazio has called this 1987 work one of 
the milestones of his career. Jagged cliffs 
with drops up to 80 feet are the major 
attention-getters, but the entire course is 
a treasure to golfers with the gift of recall, 
thanks to topography that rises and dips 
throughout. The quarry emerges on Nos. 
13-17, a stretch that the game’s most 
esteemed writer, Dan Jenkins, has 
described as “the best fi ve consecutive 
holes of golf anywhere in the world.” 
Black Diamond is a private club but 
“stay-and-play” options are available upon 
request. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,025

Golfers in Central 
West Florida are 
spoiled for choice 
with an abundance 
of nationally, even 
globally, recognized 
courses. Outside 
of the Tampa Bay 
area, courses–public 
included–are of the 
highest caliber, 
all with their own 
unique attributes. 

Central West

Top-Ranked Courses



Black Diamond, 
Quarry Course, Lecanto

Innisbrook Resort, Copperhead 
Course, Palm Harbor
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Innisbrook Resort, 
Copperhead Course
Palm Harbor
Take it from the pros: If you’re looking to combine 
charm and challenge, start at this enclave just off 
U.S. 19, up the road from Clearwater and its 
headlining beaches. Ernie Els famously sang its 
praises a decade ago, and Jordan Spieth, another 
former world number one, recently joined the 
chorus. The course is invariably described as 
“tough but fair,” and it will demand sharpness from 
each aspect of the game. There are more elevation 
changes than you’d expect so close to the Gulf 
Coast and a wealth of looming pines along the 
fairways. Home to the Valspar Championship 
each March, the course went through an update 
in 2015 that was more refurbishment than 
renovation. The mildly rolling greens were restored 
to their original dimensions and reseeded with 
Tif Eagle Bermuda grass, and irrigation was 
modernized. But the decision to simply embellish 
Larry Packard’s original design was a hat tip to 
Copperhead’s sterling reputation. Come through 
the three-hole fi nishing sequence (dubbed “the 
Snake Pit”) in par or better and you’ve got an 
accomplishment worth bragging about. 

PAR: 71, YARDS: 7,209

World Woods, 
Pine Barrens Course
Brooksville
This course has nothing to do with an infamous 
Sopranos episode of the same name. It is, however, 
highly recognized, often compared to New Jersey's 
Pine Valley, one of the top courses in the world. 
It’s that high praise that attracts golfers despite 
a location well-removed from the state’s most 
traveled roads. Tom Fazio designed it with the 
task of appropriating the natural contours and 
character of the scrub land available. Elevated 
tees, wide fairways and a plethora of waste areas 
and bunkers are the result. Approaches are tight, 
and the greens are roomy and quick. And so, on
every hole, a sizing-up scan from the tee box 
brings not only an arresting view but also 
a moment to strategize.   

PAR: 71, YARDS: 7,237



The Vinoy Club, St. Petersburg
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Black Diamond, Ranch Course
Lecanto
A stand-out course in its own right, 
the Ranch suffers only in comparison 
to its Black Diamond compatriot, the 
Quarry. It's not as extreme but it's just 
as gorgeous thanks to stands of pines 
and oaks rising above the verdant 
landscape. Bring your precision game, 
command of approach shots will help 
in taking on the exacting greens.

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,932

Cheval Golf Club, 
Championship Course
Lutz
Management at the semi-private 
course–designed by Steve Smyers–
has worked to recapture a once-positive 
reputation that had begun to wane. 
The footprint of the course rests inside 
a cypress forest, so trees populate 
your sightlines and wildlife spotting 
is always a possibility. Water is in 
play on nearly every hole, and hitting 
targets will be at a premium. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,021

Vinoy Club
St. Petersburg
This slightly hidden gem is located 
on Snell Isle, just north of the Old 
Northeast neighborhood that abuts 
the Vinoy Resort and downtown 
St. Petersburg. Tucked in as it is, the 
Ron Garl redesign of a Donald Ross 
layout still manages to feel expansive, 
with scattered lofty palms rising over 
water-dominated vistas no matter 
which way you turn. Quick, contoured 

Notable 
Mentions

greens will test you at this certifi ed 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary. 

PAR 71, YARDS: 6,626

World Woods, Rolling Oaks Course
Brooksville
Spanish moss-draped oak trees 
help distinguish this genteel-looking 
track from its more dramatic Fazio-
designed sibling, Pine Barrens. Water 
only makes an appearance on the latter 
holes of both the front and back nines; 
otherwise it's flowing fairways that 
work their way into bunker-guarded 
greens. No easy touch, however; 
Rolling Oaks demands precision 
and creativity from its visitors.

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,333



|   37FLASPORTS.COM/GOLF

central west

LPGA GOLF
Founded as a non-profi t in 1950, the Ladies 
Professional Golf Association (LPGA) is the premier 
sports organization for America's women golfers. 
Since its inception, the LPGA has evolved to include 
every facet of golf, from international tournaments to 
women’s and junior programs to the LPGA Foundation 
in support of young women golfers. Based in Daytona 
Beach, LPGA International is a residential community 
that serves as the headquarters of the association. It 
features two 18-hole golf courses and the LPGA Golf 
Academy. Several of the LPGA Tour events are held in 
Florida, and you can salute women golfers at the LPGA 
Tour Hall of Fame in the World Golf Hall of Fame, part 
of the World Golf Village in St. Augustine.

Belén Mozo, Photo by Keith Allison
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Grand Cypress Resort, 
New Course
Orlando
Jack Nicklaus designed this course 
in 1988, following the build of the 
property's two other courses. The 
Golden Bear’s fi nal work here is the one 
that has solidifi ed its spot most fi rmly in 
the overflowing Orlando market. The 
idea was a tribute to the Old Course at 
St. Andrews in Scotland, where Nicklaus 
won the fi nal two of his three Open 
Championships. The specifi c touches 
are what get it done–a pot bunker here 
or a stone bridge there, double greens 
and the sparse inclusion of trees 
throughout. It’s just as wide open as it 
sounds, with all the smiles of relief or 
wandering into trouble that can bring. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,851

Bay Hill Club & Lodge, 
Challenger/Champion
Orlando
“Arnie’s Place.” No other course in Florida 
is as closely associated with the game’s 
royalty as this one is to the late Arnold 
Palmer. “The King” purchased the 
property in 1976 and famously tweaked 
its design. With nine-hole links labeled 
Challenger, Champion and Charger, it's 
the fi rst two that make up the course 
played by the PGA TOUR pros each 
March at the Arnold Palmer Invitational. 
Greens were updated in time for the 
tournament’s 2016 edition, leaving those 
putting surfaces truer and faster. 
Finishing holes No. 17 and No. 18 both 
include a daunting water presence 
and challenge a golfer's judgment. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,381

For all that goes on 
in the middle of the 
state, golf more than 
holds its own on the 
list of activities at the 
fi ngertips of visitors 
and residents alike. 
That speaks to the 
quality of the courses 
available, including 
well-known favorites 
and head-turning 
newcomers. 

Central

Top-Ranked Courses
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Orange County National, 
Panther Lake Course
Winter Garden
It's known to many as the location of 
“Demo Day” for the massive PGA 
Merchandise show that comes to Central 
Florida annually. OCN’s circular driving 
range becomes home to a full spectrum 
of manufacturers unveiling their latest 
and greatest. Panther Lake is a worthy 
test as well, defi ned mostly by an 
out-in-the-great-wide-open feel that 
comes with its large, rolling fairways 
and green complexes. Variety comes 
into play in the form of low marshland 
holes, rising wooded fairways and 
elevated tees. Tranquility comes with 
being removed from the surrounding 
homes lining so many Florida courses.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,350

Southern Dunes
Haines City
A rolling and tumbling day awaits at 
Southern Dunes, located in Haines City 
just southwest of Orlando. A 100-foot 
difference between the highest and 
lowest elevation points of this Steve 
Smyers design makes for an unpredictable 
layout of hilly terrain, gaping sand traps 
and undulating greens. Smyers’ course 
allows for a variety of potential angles 
from the tee to green; there is not always 
one prescribed path to par. That, along 
with the vagaries of Florida's winds, can 
make for a different experience on each 
visit to Southern Dunes. Also, rest 
assured that the greens–after years of 
deterioration– have recently undergone 
resurfacing. The course reopened 
in 2016. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,227 

Grand Cypress Resort, Orlando
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ChampionsGate, International Course
ChampionsGate
Course designer Greg Norman is 
throwing a challenge your way here. 
After undergoing a rejuvenation in 2016, 
this course maintains its original links 
style, including out-and-back loops for 
the front and back nines. It's hard, fast 
and long, with the requisite grassy dunes, 
pot bunkers and a few water hazards.        

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,363

Falcon’s Fire Golf Club
Kissimmee
It's a welcome respite of greenery away 
from the nearby theme park bustle. Rees 
Jones’ design here is straightforward–
bunkers dot the mostly level fairways 

Notable 
Mentions

and guard the greens. There’s plenty of 
water here, but it doesn't always affect 
play. This course is accessible and fun.                                                                

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,006

MetroWest Golf Club
Orlando
A little loose with your driver, but more 
accurate with your irons? This layout 
by Robert Trent Jones Sr. winds through 
and around gentle hills and a collection 
of scenic natural lakes and streams. 
Wide open fairways provide decent 
chances to score, especially early. 
Greens and bunkers were renovated 
in 2013 to positive reviews.

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,051

Mission Inn Resort & Club, 
El Campeón Course
Howey-in-the-Hills
Originally constructed in 1917, this 
charming and historic layout has been 
enhanced along the way but retains its 
key characteristics. It incorporates 
elevation changes (in one of the rare 

Streamsong Resort, Red Course
Streamsong
On land rescued from an old 
phosphate mine, the Streamsong 
Resort emerged in December 2012 
with the most striking new courses 
in Florida since, well, maybe ever. 
The design team of Bill Coore and 
Ben Crenshaw shifted the sand and 
land available and carved out a course 
novel in its elevation changes and 
contouring and unexpected at most 
every turn. Following his own vision, 
Tom Doak did the same to impressive 
reviews on his Blue course. Nearly 
immediately, Red shot up near the top 
of the various “Best Course” lists and 
has remained there. Depending on the 
time of day (and the time of year), the 
resort encourages walking the course. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,148 Streamsong Resort
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PGA
GOLF

Founded 
more than 

100 years ago, 
the Professional 

Golfers’ Association 
of America (PGA) is 

made up of more than 
28,000 men and women 

golf club professionals, 
making it the world’s largest 

sports organization. With an 
international following, PGA 
of America hosts premier 
spectator events including the 
PGA Championship, Ryder Cup, 
Senior PGA Championship 
presented by KitchenAid 
and KPMG Women’s PGA 
Championship. The PGA 
Village in Port St. Lucie is a 
nod to the association with 
54 holes of championship 
golf designed by Tom Fazio 
and Pete Dye, along with elite 
training facilities and a 35-
acre PGA Learning Center.

state locales where they come 
naturally) into a classic parkland 
experience. With its sibling, 
Las Colinas, the resort hosts 
the state’s high school 
championships each fall. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,015

Tranquilo Golf Club
Lake Buena Vista
When it debuted in 1992, 
this Tom Fazio design 
was called Osprey Ridge, 
but it was renovated by 
Fazio and relaunched in 
2014 as Tranquilo. Still 
a challenge, and still a 
beauty, the course nudges 
up next to Disney’s Fort 
Wilderness camping area 
on the map, and benefi ts 
by sharing its seclusion 
and exposure to nature. 
Encounters with deer 
are not uncommon. 

PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,900

Mission Inn Resort & Club, 
Howey-in-the-Hills
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sporadic water hazards stiffen the 
challenge along the way. The toughest 
scoring hole is the par-5 13th, a 576-yard 
bruiser that's mostly a straight shot 
with hazards including water and sand 
along the entire right side all the way 
to the green. A par-3 follows; a relative 
breather except for the bunkers angled 
on either side of the entryway to the 
green. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,088

PGA Village, Dye Course
Port St. Lucie
Following a renovation in 2016, the 
Dye Course is about as Floridian as 
golf gets. World Golf Hall of Fame 
architect Pete Dye fi lled large waste 
bunkers with crushed coquina and 
used pine straw as deep rough for any 

LPGA International, Jones Course
Daytona Beach
Named after designer Rees Jones, 
this facility hosts the fi nal round of 
LPGA’s Qualifying School each year 
(usually in December), which awards 
touring status to a group of women for 
the following season. Throughout the 
rest of the year, it's a popular public 
destination. Lakes and marshlands 
are a big feature on the course, which 
means your journey from hole to hole 
will wind through natural palm scrub 
and across the occasional boardwalk. 
Back along the course’s manicured 
portions, Jones describes his creation 
as traditional links style. The fairways 
are mounded in places and mostly 
wide and receptive. Large bunkers and 

With Florida’s 
solid standing and 
great reputation in 
the game, it's no 
surprise that the 
state’s courses have 
affi liations with the 
PGA and LPGA. That 
connection comes 
into play up and 
down the East Coast, 
but especially at the 
farthest reaches of 
the region. 

Central East

Top-Ranked Courses
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off-fairway shots. Even with all this 
Florida nature, the course salutes 
the game's Scottish roots with uphill, 
downhill and sidehill lies looming even 
after successful drives. The Dye Course 
winds around acres of natural wetlands 
said to be home to deer and perhaps 
bobcats. Consistent shots out of the 
tee box are a must, as those Florida 
touches are a wonder to see but a 
bear to play out of. The two other 
courses onsite underwent a 2014 
enhancement overseen by veteran 
superintendent Dick Gray. Additionally, 
enjoy golf memorabilia on display 
throughout the PGA Village.

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,279 

Sandridge Golf Club, Dunes Course
Vero Beach
Designed by Ron Garl on and around 
a ridge that was once used for mining, 
the longer of the two 18-hole courses, 
the Dunes Course, has a reputation 
among public courses as one of the 
purest tests in Florida. Its sister course, 
the Lakes Course, is known for bringing 
more water hazards into play, but the 
Dunes' long fairways winding through 
bunkers and intermittent lakes will 
make you plan your shots strategically. 
Crowded days are the norm here, but 
the staff does well to mind the pace of 
traffi c and the course holds up well. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,968

PGA Village, Dye Course, Port St. Lucie

Sandridge Golf Club, Dunes Course, Vero Beach
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Baytree National, 
Player Signature Course
Melbourne
Designed by Gary Player, the nine-time 
major championship winner from South 
Africa, the Player Signature Course is 
welcoming on the fairways and features 
greens of a variety of sizes with 
available pin placements. Water is in 
play on many of the holes and coquina 
waste areas crop up frequently, but 
there are few forced carries necessary. 
This is a well-rounded course that will 
test a golfer’s shot-making ability. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,043

Duran Golf Club, 
Championship Course
Viera
This is a newer facility that’s earned a 
quick reputation as a go-to public 
track. It’s built on a wide-open former 
cattle ranch and sod farm, and on 
the western outskirts of town, so your 
round can get trickier when the winds 
pick up. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,151

The Habitat at Valkaria
Grant-Valkaria
As much of a natural retreat as the 
name suggests, and a solid public 
course value, individual holes here 
recall styles more common at other 
points on the map–some links-ish 
and others rough-cut from the wild 
vegetation. PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,836

LPGA International, Hills Course
Daytona Beach
Shorter and with smaller greens than 
the Jones Course that shares this 

Notable 
Mentions

property, this Arthur Hills-designed 18 
places a premium on smarts as much 
as smashing it. The rough will get your 
attention and keep you focused on 
accuracy. It's diffi cult but fair. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,984 

Quail Valley Golf Club
Vero Beach
Designed by Tom Fazio and Nick Price, 
this course hosted the 2014 Florida State 
Amateur. The term “risk-reward” applies, 
as playing safe around the hazards is 
an option, but taking them on will tempt 
those chasing a score. Still, very few forced 
carries make an outing here survivable for 
high handicappers. A signature hole is the 
par-5 10th, surrounded on both sides by a 
massive lake in the middle of the property.

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,490

Victoria Hills Golf Club
DeLand
Ron Garl’s design here is a scenic 
wonder. Repetitive rolling dunes and 
swales mark your path, with an array 
of sand traps sculpted into fairways 
shadowed by oaks and pines. This 
course will have you using every club 
in your bag for a variety of shots before 
the bunkers even come into play. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,149 
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central east

Golf   
 GEAR
Need to pick up some extra golf 
balls, or maybe you forgot your 
glove and can't get to a pro shop? 
These Central Florida 
outfi tters have 
all of your 
golf needs.

AMERICA’S 
GOLF OUTLET, 
ORLANDO
Find great deals on brand-name 
golf equipment in Central Florida.

GOLF LOCKER, TAMPA
Shop a vast selection of golf 
balls, gloves, clubs and clothes.

BELDEN’S GOLF, DAYTONA BEACH
This family-owned store specializes 
in custom-fi tted golf clubs.

PGA TOUR SUPERSTORE, NAPLES
Affi liated with the PGA TOUR, this 
store brings professional-grade 
technology to golfers.

PALM BEACH GOLF CENTER,
SOUTH FLORIDA 
The largest golf store in South 
Florida offers three locations. 

Duran Golf Club, Viera

LPGA Legends Golf Course, Daytona Beach

Victoria Hills Golf Club, DeLand



Biltmore Golf Course, Coral Gables

     Find a Course
Search Florida golf courses at fl asports.com/golf
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South
South Florida is the ultimate 
setting for stunning courses 
and alluring water views. In the 
Southwest region of the state, 
you’ll fi nd fairways that are vast 
and naturally beautiful—some 
with glistening ocean views, 
others with forested rough, 
and occasionally both. Across 
the state, the Southeast region 
(spanning from Palm Beach 
Gardens and Miami Beach to 
the Florida Keys) is densely 
populated with high-end, resort-
style courses. Some of the 
biggest names in golf frequent 
the area for award-winning tee 
shots overlooking the Atlantic.
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Harbor waterscapes. The magnifi cent 
back nine sweeps you away to paradise 
as it’s adjacent to the beautiful Charlotte 
Harbor. There are no tee times set 
at this private-like golf course as it's 
only open to members and guests at 
The Inn, which became a national 
historic landmark in 1913. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,837

Tiburón Golf Club at The Ritz-Carlton 
Golf Resort, Gold Course 
Naples
Designed by famed golfer Greg Norman, 
Tiburón Golf Club has a unique layout 
consisting of coquina and Durabunker 
synthetic-layered grass bunkers. The 
course has no rough, but water hazards 
with high risk-reward opportunities are 
abundant. Traditional golf lessons, along 

The Rookery at Marco 
Naples
Known for its pristine golf and natural 
Florida aesthetics, The Rookery at 
Marco is unlike any course you’ll 
experience in South Florida. Stretching 
over 7,100 yards, this course boasts 
fast greens, well-manicured fairways 
and wildlife aplenty. Bald eagles, 
alligators and blue heron make common 
appearances around the impressive 
water hazards and environmentally 
safe zones. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,164

Gasparilla Golf Club
Boca Grande
One of Florida’s hidden golf gems, 
Gasparilla Golf Club is located on its own 
private island near Boca Grande and 
features glistening Gulf of Mexico and 

From Bradenton to 
Naples, Southwest 
Florida golf is striking 
in beauty and challenge, 
and maximizes the natural 
allure of the land. Whether 
you’re visiting inland or 
enjoying the breezes off the 
Gulf of Mexico, high-end golf 
courses and great value options 
are available along the way. 

Southwest

Top-Ranked 
Courses



Old Corkscrew Golf Course, Estero
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with unique mental golf lessons, are also 
offered at the resort. Recently renovated, 
the course yardage is likely to increase.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,288

Old Corkscrew Golf Course 
Estero
After only one step onto Old Corkscrew 
Golf Course, you’ll feel transported  
to a time before manmade luxuries. This 
elegant golf course is intertwined with 
wetlands, lakes, pines and oaks, and 
features animals such as alligators, 
tropical birds and tortoises. The golf 
course has a one-of-a-kind layout with 
elevated fairways and winding bunkers, 
along with traditionally perfect tee  
and green conditions.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,393

Naples Grande Golf Course
Naples
Open only to members and resort guests, 
Naples Grande Golf Course is on a 
gorgeous piece of property with lakes 

and waterways located throughout.  
This track not only features perfectly 
manicured greens, but also beautifully 
crafted rock walls and formations that 
challenge golfers of all skill levels. Finish 
your round with a cool drink on the newly 
designed golf club patio overlooking the 
golf course and picturesque lakes.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,419

Hammock Bay Golf & Country Club 
Naples
Designed by Peter Jacobsen and Jim 
Hardy, Hammock Bay is recognized as a 
Gold Certified Signature Sanctuary by 
Audubon International, one of just 45 
designated communities in the world. 
Hammock Bay masterfully blends 
Florida’s natural surroundings with the 
course by lining holes with live oak trees 
and water hazards. Cool breezes off the 
Gulf of Mexico refresh golfers as they 
make their way through the undulating 
fairways and strategically subtle greens.

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,985
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TiburÓn Golf Club at  
The Ritz-Carlton Golf Resort, Naples
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Lely Resort Golf and Country 
Club, Flamingo Island 
Naples
One of Naples’ signature public 
courses, Flamingo Isle at Lely 
Resort Golf and Country Club  
was designed by famed architect 
Robert Trent Jones, Sr. in 1989. 
Prepare to be amazed at the 
signature fifth hole–an impressive 
200 yard, par-3 that is surrounded 
by shimmering water and connected 
to the mainland by only two small 
bridges. Although hourglass 
fairways will force you to strategize 
throughout the round, large 
Bermuda greens will assist you  
in securing a desirable score.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,095

TPC Treviso Bay 
Naples
TPC Treviso Bay has everything  
that you would expect from a  
TPC course and more. Designed  
by Arthur Hills, this course is 
beautifully maintained with 
extraordinary features including 
pristine fairways and tee boxes.  
Hills has thought of everything on 
this course, including distances to 
the front, middle and back of the 
green marked on each and every 
sprinkler head. Water on almost 
every hole makes for a challenging 
yet visually stimulating round.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,367

Verandah Golf Club,  
Old Orange Course
Fort Myers
Designed by Bob Cupp in 2003, Old 
Orange at Verandah Golf Club is a 
classically structured course with 
beautifully maintained conditions. 

Hidden hazards off the tee box are 
abundant throughout the course, 
so paying close attention to hole 
layouts beforehand will make a 
difference in your score. Pace of 
play is pleasantly maintained at 
Verandah, leaving you with plenty 
of time to enjoy the off-course 
practice facilities and amenities. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,083

Lely Resort Golf and Country 
Club, Mustang Course
Naples
Beautifully maintained like the 
Flamingo Island course, the 
Mustang course has generous 
fairways, large greens and more 
opportunities to shoot low. Course 
designer Lee Trevino gave this 
course an exceptional balance of 
playability and fair challenges 
throughout the round. Twelve 
shimmering lakes give the 
Mustang course a sense of 
challenge and picturesque quality.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,230

Tiburón Golf Club,  
Black Course 
Naples 
Much like its Gold Course 
counterpart, TiburÓn’s Black 
Course masters the art of blending 
a modern layout with Florida’s 
natural beauty and landscapes. 
High rough is nowhere to be found, 
but coquina-shelled waste bunkers 
are prevalent throughout. This 
dynamic course is a Greg Norman 
tour-style design. It's also home to 
the PGA TOUR’s Franklin Templeton 
Shootout and the LPGA’s CME 
Group Tour Championship.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,949
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Waterlefe Golf & River Club 
Bradenton
Known for its exceptional views, Waterlefe 
Golf & River Club is located directly adjacent 
to the Manatee River. Designed by architect 
Ted McAnlis, there are five signature holes 
that are completely bordered by stunning 
water with the 17th hole featuring a peninsula 
tee box and a beautiful setting for great 
pictures and long drives. Don’t forget to  
begin or end your round with a bucket of 
practice balls at their famed aqua range.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,908

Verandah Golf Club, Whispering Oak
Fort Myers
Much like Old Orange at Verandah Golf  
Club, Whispering Oak is a course that’s 
classic, timeless and aesthetically pleasing. 
Designed by Jack Nicklaus and Jack Nicklaus 
II in 2007, Whispering Oak is known for its 
complex and challenging green structures 
with subtle breaks and undulations.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,108

Herons Glen Golf & Country Club 
North Fort Myers
Highlighted because of their low green fees 
and beautiful layout, Herons Glen Golf & 
Country Club has a mix of tight fairways on 
the front nine and generous holes on the back 
which gives the course a fair challenge for all 
skill levels. Known for their friendly service, 
Herons Glen also offers certain rounds 
complimentary practice range balls before 
their tee time. PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,468

Panther Run Golf Club
Ave Maria
Although many holes are visually pleasing 
with lakes and hazards throughout the  
course, Panther Run Golf Club’s fairways are 

Notable  
Mentions 

generously wide, corresponding to a 
friendly round of golf. The junior rate 
is especially welcoming as children 
under the age of 15 are offered free 
rounds after 11:00 am when 
accompanied by an adult.   

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,532

The Links of Naples
Naples
If you’re in search of a great value and 
a short round, The Links of Naples is 
an excellently conditioned executive 
course. There is a fair amount of 
water throughout the course, but 
most hazards do not come into play. 
Show up early to enjoy their practice 
putting green and aqua driving range. 
Course lights are also available for 
late night or early morning rounds.  

PAR: 61, YARDS: 3,985 

Waterlefe Golf & River Club, Bradenton
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Tips & Info TO KNOW
Don't let private courses with member-only restrictions keep you from 
playing your dream 18. There are ways to play championship courses: 
Check into stay-and-play privileges and off-season specials. 

STAY & PLAY
Many resort guests gain access 
to private courses as part of 
their resort’s amenities. Guests 
at the Naples Grande Beach 
Resort can play the Naples 
Grande Golf Club, and Marco 
Island Marriott Beach Resort, 
Golf Club & Spa offers access 
to two courses, The Rookery 
and Hammock Bay Golf & 
Country Club.

SUMMER 
MEMBERSHIPS
During the summer 
season, many private 
courses throughout 
Florida welcome players 
with lowered rates or 
seasonal membership. 
Contact the golf club 
of your choice to inquire 
about rates, dates 
and other details.
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Your golf adventure begins on Florida’s 
Paradise Coast, home to the world-
renowned golf courses designed by 
top architects like Greg Norman, Jack 
Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer. With more 
than 15 public courses, golfers of all skill 
levels can enjoy a fun yet challenging 
round every time they tee it up. 

Golf fans can also watch today’s top 
pros compete at the CME Group Tour 
Championship, The PGA Franklin 

Templeton Shootout and the Chubb 
Classic, all held annually in Naples.

After sinking the last putt, come enjoy  
the area’s luxury hotels, stunning 
beaches, world-class dining and 
shopping. Best of all, with the year-
round excellent weather, it’s always 
the ideal season to play in Paradise.

Now’s the perfect time for your golf 
getaway. Learn about reserving your 
unforgettable golf experience at 
ParadiseCoastGolfing.com today. 

ParadiseCoastGolfing.com

PLAY WHERE 
THE PROS PLAY.
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There’s nothing better than discovering a new course that challenges 
you, offers gorgeous scenery and leaves you coming back for more.

Florida’s Punta Gorda / Englewood Beach area gives you more than 
20 courses offering great year-round play, with two ranked at 4 ½ 
stars by Golf Digest. Take in scenic, natural backdrops, with three 
area courses Audubon-certifi ed.

Courses are some of the most accessible in the state, with a higher 
percentage of courses open to public play than most anywhere else.
And players also appreciate the value. You’ll fi nd great courses, 
accommodations, dining and more at great prices all year round.

Plan that golf getaway now at:
www.PureFlorida.com/Golf
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LEMON BAY GOLF CLUB, 
ENGLEWOOD: Teeing off at 

this certified Audubon Cooperative 
Sanctuary means American bald 
eagle sightings, along with many 
other wildlife encounters. A self-
proclaimed pure golf course, you 
won’t find any real estate inching 
near fairways during your round here.near fairways during your round here.

BOBCAT TRAIL GOLF 
CLUB, NORTH PORT:

Each hole on “The Cat” 
demands a risk-reward 
strategy – a trait that earned 
the course a must-play four-
and-a-half star rating by Golf 
Digest. This 18-hole, par-71 
course is designed by Bob 
Tway and Lee Singletary.

RIVERWOOD GOLF 
CLUB, PORT CHARLOTTE:CLUB, PORT CHARLOTTE:

Shot by shot, you’ll encounter 
different terrain on this par-72 
Championship course that in recent 
years has been recognized as one of 
Florida’s top 15 courses, receiving a 
four-and-a-half star rating from Golf 
Digest. Golf for Women Magazine also 
ranks Riverwood among the top 100 
lady-friendly courses in the U.S.

TWIN ISLES COUNTRY CLUB, 
PUNTA GORDA: Another certified 

Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary, this 
course is recognized for its plentiful 
wildlife including osprey, wood storks, 
egrets and herons. Walk the wide 
fairways that meet lakes on this par-72 
Championship course for optimal views.

ROTONDA GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB, 
ROTONDA WEST: Play a quick nine, 

or stay for all 99 premier holes at this golf 
gem. Certified by the National Golf Course 
Owners Association as a beginner-friendly 
club, Rotonda is the perfect bet for any 
skill set and its five courses are located 
just minutes from area beaches.
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2
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4

5

Plan your golf getaway now at: www.PureFlorida.com/Golf

Courses in Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach and the Charlotte Harbor Gulf Island Coast 
are recognized around the world for their natural beauty. Championship courses merge 
with animal sanctuaries, and challenging course layouts make for world-class golf on 
Florida’s Southwest Gulf Coast. Here are the five most beautiful courses to play:

5  MOST BEAUTIFUL  
COURSES 

IN PUNTA GORDA/ENGLEWOOD BEACH
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at The Breakers opened in 1896 and 
stood the test of time for over 100 years 
before being redesigned in 2000 by 
Brian Silva. Since the fi rst ball was 
struck over a century ago, this course 
has been challenging golfers with 88 
grass- and sand-faced bunkers, six lakes 
and strong winds off the Atlantic. It’s the 
combination of historic attributes and 
modern technology that make The 
Ocean Course a must-play destination. 

PAR: 70, YARDS: 6,167

PGA National Resort & Spa, 
The Champion
Palm Beach Gardens 
The Champion course at the PGA National 
Resort & Spa was redesigned by Jack 
Nicklaus in 2014 and hosts the PGA 
TOUR’s Honda Classic each year. Although 
this track boasts one of the toughest 

Trump National Doral 
Golf Club, Blue Monster  
Miami 
The notorious Blue Monster has a 
reputation as one of the most challenging 
and extravagant golf courses in the 
country. After a recent redesign by 
architect Gil Hanse, this superior course 
has never looked better. The Blue Monster 
has hosted PGA TOUR events for the 
past 55 years, and with strategically 
placed bunkers, undulating greens, and 
numerous water hazards, it isn’t for the 
faint of heart. No matter how you fair 
on this beast, you’ll leave with epic 
memories. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,608

The Breakers, The Ocean Course 
Palm Beach
Accredited as one of Florida’s oldest 
18-hole golf courses, The Ocean Course 

Nestled along a scenic 
stretch of Atlantic Coast, 
Southeast Florida offers 
some of the greatest 
golf destinations in the 
country. From Palm Beach 
Gardens to Miami to the 
Florida Keys, these courses 
challenge golfers of all 
skill levels and leave a 
lasting impression. 

Southeast

Top-Ranked 
Courses
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stretches in golf, infamously known  
as the Bear Trap, it also offers five sets  
of tees to make the course playable for 
all skill levels. The Champion may not  
be oceanside, but the stunning lake  
views and perfectly manicured greens 
are photogenic nonetheless.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,045

Turnberry Isle Miami, Soffer
Aventura
Located just minutes from downtown 
Miami, the Soffer course at Turnberry  
Isle offers a unique view of high-rise 
condominiums and cityscapes all  
while featuring holes with natural  
ponds with ducks, swans and pink 
flamingos. Soffer is known for its 
outstanding condition and elevation 
changes that are rare in South Florida.  

PAR: 71, YARDS: 7,047

Key West Golf Club
Key West
Designed by famed architect Rees Jones, 
Key West Golf Club is the only Caribbean 
golf course in the United States. Known 

as the “Gateway to the Caribbean,” Key 
West Golf Course is known for beautiful 
wildlife and the Mangrove Hole, a 
challenging par 3 played entirely over 
tropical vegetation. If you’re looking to 
experience the Caribbean and play 
outstanding golf without a passport, 
then this one-of-a-kind spot will please 
your senses and enrich your soul.  

PAR: 70, YARDS: 6,512

Biltmore Golf Course
Coral Gables
Just like the historic resort, The 
Biltmore Golf Course has a vintage  
feel that takes you back to the roaring 
‘20s. Built in 1925 by Donald Ross  
and played by notable golfers including 
Bobby Jones and Gene Sarazen, this 
track offers traditional Ross design  
with elevated greens and strategically 
placed hazards. Although you can book 
the top-level Biltmore Hotel suite where  
Al Capone once stayed, remarkably,  
you don’t have to be a hotel guest  
to enjoy this fascinating course.  

PAR: 71, YARDS: 6,742

Biltmore Golf Course, Coral Gables
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PGA National Resort & Spa, 
Palm Beach Gardens
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Crandon Golf Key Biscayne
Key Biscayne
Known as one of the most 
challenging par-72 courses  
in all of Florida, Crandon is 
located on the island of Key 
Biscayne near Miami. The 
course stretches well over  
7,000 yards, and changing  
wind directions challenge  
even the most seasoned 
professionals. Host of the 
Champions Tour for the past  
18 years, Crandon Golf Key 
Biscayne offers a tropical 
atmosphere within easy reach  
of glitzy downtown Miami.   

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,295

Osprey Point Golf Course
Boca Raton
One of the newer golf courses  
in the region, Osprey Point Golf 
Course was opened in 2010 in 
Burt Aaronson South County 
Regional Park. It features 27 
impeccable holes with modern 
technology turf, Platinum 
Paspalum, which provides 
exceptional ball set-up and 
puttability. Start and end your 
round in style with Osprey  
Point Golf Course’s nationally 
acclaimed driving range, a 
double-ended 300-yard range, 
and over 28,000 square feet  
of practice greens.  

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,668-6,786

PGA National Resort & Spa, 
Fazio Course
Palm Beach Gardens
Formerly known as the Haig 
Course, the Fazio Course was 

designed by George and Tom 
Fazio in 1980. In 2012, Tom  
Fazio II redesigned the course, 
increasing the green sizes by  
70 percent, upgrading to  
TifEagle Bermudagrass and 
reconfiguring bunkers and tee 
boxes. All of these improvements 
modernized the course with  
a challenging layout that ranks 
almost as high as the famed 
Champion course.  

PAR: 71, YARDS: 7,050

Eagle Marsh Golf Club 
Jensen Beach
Known as one of the premier  
golf courses in South Florida, 
Eagle Marsh Golf Club offers  
a well-conditioned and 
challenging experience for  
low-cost green fees. Blind  
tee shots and undulating  
greens make for an exciting  
and memorable round, and  
five sets of tees make the  
course playable for all abilities. 

PAR: 72, YARDS: 6,918 

Trump National  
Doral Golf Club,  
Golden Palm Course 
Miami
Although comparable to  
The Blue Monster for course 
conditions, Golden Palm is  
a true links-style design with 
wide-open fairways and unique 
bunkering–just without the 
length and size of the Monster. 
This track allows visitors to 
experience Trump National  
Doral with lower green fees.  
 PAR: 71, YARDS: 7,012
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Palm Beach Par-3 Golf Course
Palm Beach
Located between the Atlantic Ocean  
and Florida’s Intracoastal Waterway, 
Palm Beach Par-3 is one of the most 
luxurious short courses you’ll ever 
experience. With valet parking, upscale 
food and unparalleled ocean views, this 
par-3 is unlike any other in the country. 

PAR: 54, YARDS: 2,572

Turnberry Isle Miami, Miller Course
Aventura
Similar to the Soffer Course, the Miller 
Course at Turnberry Isle offers great 
cityscape views and excellent course 
conditions. With six par-3s and four 
par-5s, this unique layout leaves you with  
an always interesting and entertaining 
round. PAR: 70, YARDS: 6,323

PGA National Resort & Spa, Palmer
Palm Beach Gardens
Known as the most forgiving course  
at PGA National Resort & Spa, the Palmer 
course offers wide-open fairways and  
few penalty opportunities off the tee.  
This track is your best bet to make a 
handful of birdies while enjoying the 
scenic views and luxurious amenities at 
one of the top-rated resorts in South 
Florida. PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,079

Heron Bay Golf Club
Coral Springs
Ranked as one of the top daily fee 
courses in the state, Heron Bay Golf Club 
is known for its natural beauty and subtle 
contours. Host to the Dixie Amateur, one 
of the top-ranked amateur tournaments 

in the world, Heron Bay is very playable 
for the average golfer with no forced 
carries or blind tee shots.   

PAR: 72, YARDS: 7,105

North Palm Beach Country Club
North Palm Beach 
A Jack Nicklaus Signature course,  
North Palm Beach Country Club was 
redesigned and opened in 2006. Located 
right on the Intracoastal Waterway,  
this links-style course is known for its 
undulating terrain and very quick greens. 
Stretching over 7,000 yards, this course 
insists on thoughtful strategy and 
shot-making capabilities, although 
well-struck shots are rewarded.  

PAR: 71, YARDS: 7,071

Notable  
Mentions 

Turnberry Isle Miami, Aventura
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Local 
WILDLIFE
Wildlife is abundant on many Florida golf courses. 
During a round of golf, you could see Sandhill 
cranes, ospreys, Anhingas (snakebirds), alligators, 
feral hogs, bald eagles or turtles. While you may 
want to get an up-close look, remember to observe 
course dwellers from a distance and don't get too 
close as many species are territorial.

Audubon International works to protect and preserve 
the natural environment of golf courses around the 
world. Approximately 100 Florida golf clubs participate 
in the program to encourage wildlife conservation. 





With nearly 20 championship golf courses, Sebring 
off ers aff ordable, year-round golf with rates 
starting at $99/person for room, golf & breakfast 
(based on double occupancy). 

The Citrus Golf Trail, located just 60 miles south of Disney, is a collection 
of great golf courses that off er history, value, fantastic golf, the friendliest 
service anywhere and Sebring is home to the PGA Latinoamerica Tour's 
USA Qualifying Tournament & the Harder Hall Women's Invitational. 

With courses that build on the natural beauty of South Central Florida (picture 
moss-covered oaks and preserves that provide a picturesque backdrop), 
golfers may fi nd it diffi  cult to keep their eyes on the ball. Wet and dry, sandy 
and woody conditions combine to create challenging and fun courses for any 
skill level on Sebring’s fairways.

Play Sebring's 
     Citrus Golf Trail

For more information on booking your Stay & Play Golf 
Package or to get your free Visit Sebring Golf Guide, fi nd 
us online at www.VisitSebring.com or call (800) 545-6021.



   facebook.com/VisitCentralFlorida           twitter.com/VisitCentralFL          800-828-7655  

ChooseEverything.org

If you wanted to take a mulligan on your last golf vacation, redemption is waiting for you in Central Florida, 
home to some of the best—and most affordable—golf courses in the country. With 38 public-access resorts, 
links and parkland courses, there’s more than enough variety in skill and scenery to keep your interest out of 
the rough.  

And after you’ve played 72 holes in three days and have the golf tan to prove it, Florida’s best theme parks, 
nature preserves and waterfront fun are only a short drive (or long putt) away. 

Already scrambling to make a tee time? Yeah, we thought so.

Streamsong Resort, recognized 

as one the country’s top golf 

destinations by Golf Magazine, 

Golfweek and Golf Digest  




